Another Road

Putting the Christmas decorations away is never as much fun as putting them up.
The mood of excitement and anticipation is replaced with a sense of drudgery; what
was a joy in December becomes just another chore in January. Sure, the lights might
have been tangled when you went to put them on the tree, but there was a
wonderful magic when they finally lit up. Now, when you take them off, they
tangle again, and the needles fall over the floor.

More importantly, what happens after the decorations are put away? Does life
return to normal? Does the spirit of Christmas get packed away in a box along with
the lights and the ornaments and the
manger scene, or does it stay to trans-

form you and guide you throughout the
new year?

The year begins with the feast of the
Epiphany on 6 January, celebrating the
arrival of the magi - foreigners who
came to worship the Christ child. We
are familiar with the exotic gifts they
bring and the fact that they follow a star
which leads them to Bethlehem. Yet
their return journey is no less important.

Matthew 2:12 tells us that “having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.” After our annual encounter with
the infant Messiah at Christmas time, we have a choice:— return to life, normal and
unchanged, letting Christmas be just another festival. Or, like the magi, we can
return by another road. We can move forward as different people, setting out on a
new path of discipleship, guided by the One who came to change the world.
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Pat’s Chat

“Gold wrapping paper”

The story goes that some time ago a
mother punished her five year old
daughter for wasting a roll of expensive
gold wrapping paper. Money was tight
and she became even more upset when
the child used the gold paper to decorate a
box to put under the Christmas tree.

Nevertheless, the little girl brought the gift
box to her mother the next morning and
said, “This is for you, Mummy.” The
mother was embarrassed by her earlier
over-reaction, but her anger flared again
when she opened the box and found it was
empty.

She spoke to her daughter in a harsh
manner. “Don’t you know, young lady,
when you give someone a present there’s
supposed to be something inside the
package?”

The little girl had tears in her eyes and
said, “Oh, Mummy, it’s not empty! I blew
kisses into it until it was full.”

The mother was crushed. She fell on her
knees and put her arms around her little
girl, and she begged her forgiveness for her
thoughtless anger.

An accident took the life of the child only a
short time later, and her mother kept that
gold box by her bed for the rest of her life.
Whenever she was discouraged or faced
difficult problems she would open the box
and take out an imaginary kiss and
remember the love of the child who had
put it there.

In a very real sense, each of us, as human
beings, have been given a Golden Box
filled with unconditional love and kisses
from our children, family, friends and
GOD.

There is no more precious possession
anyone could hold.
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“Waking to Christmas Day”

When we wake on this Christmas morning
may each of us remember that this is the
day we celebrate the baby who has been
born to us. May all people know peace,
may wars and hostilities between nations,
cultures and religions be bought to an
end. May troubled hearts be filled with
God’s healing presence. May families in
conflict be led to reconciliation and love.
May anxious, busy minds and spirits be
quiet and open enough to receive God’s
gift of peace.

Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace amongst all peoples.

Some Scripture verses to read:-

Luke 2:8-20 “The Shepherds and the
Angels”
John 14:27 “Peace is what I leave with

you,; it is my own peace that I give you. I
do not give it as the world does. Do not be
worried and upset; do not be afraid.”
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As always my thoughts and prayers are
with members of our congregation who are
on the sick list, in hospital or feeling sad
and lonely at this time. May you all feel
God’s love and presence in your lives and
may you know that others do care and will
remember you and your families in their
prayers.

On behalf of all the Elders, I hope and
pray that 2008 will bring you and your
loved ones good health, happiness and
many blessings.
Pat Thom
Pastoral Care
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News

One of our boys — in a generous
Christmas mood - suggested they
could give me a boxed set of DVDs,
containing nothing but (SBS) World
News. I am not quite sure whether he
meant a boxed set of the past year’s
world news (in which case, it can
hardly be news ahymore) or whether
he meant the news of 2008 (in which
case it would be really big news!).

However, the important thing is he
realised the importance of news in my
life. T find it almost impossible to go
through the day without familiarising
myself with the day’s important world
events.

Having said that, one cannot be
anything but concerned about what is
often dished up as news. Many news
broadcasts are nothing but
sophisticated excuses for gossip.

According to the dictionaries, “news”
can be defined as “a report of recent
events or facts not previously known”
or as “new or interesting information or
fresh events being reported”.

“Gossip” can be described as the
“habitual revealing of personal or
sensational facts about others”. Using
this definition as a yardstick, very few
newspapers or news broadcasts do not
succumb to the temptation of gossip.
And of course, using the same
definition, many magazines don’t
publish anything but gossip.

Perhaps one should rather define news
as “new information of public interest
which has a wider significance”. In
other words, the news should keep us
informed about politics. (The word
“politics” come from the Greek word
“polis”, which means “city”. So politics,
rightly understood, is the issues of the
city or by extension, the world.) Hence
the news enables us to be informed
and responsible citizens.

However, many people find it almost
unbearable to watch the news. In our
day, “news” has become nearly
synonymous with “bad news”.
Occasionally a newsreader will end the
broadcast with what is then clearly
described as a “little bit” of good news.
Almost apologetically. As if good news,
by definition, cannot be news!

Perhaps, this, more than anything else,
is what makes the news of Jesus
Christ such a rare piece of news, even
by the standards of antiquity. Almost
all the references to the news of the
kingdom of God or the news of Jesus
Christ, are described in the Bible as
“good” news.

In Luke 2:10 the angel tells the
shepherds: “Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people.”

Good news of great joy for all the
people. Wouldn'’t that be greater news
today than anything we can even begin
to imagine?

Rightly understood the gospel of Jesus
Christ is never an old, old story as we
have been taught to sing for many
years. It is news, it is startling and
surprising in its scope, and according
to the witness of the gospels it is of
great public and even universal
significance.

According to the prophet Jeremiah
God’s love is new every morning. That
is at the heart of the gospel’s news.
The good news of Jesus Christ is about
newness, startling and surprising
newness.

This year may we hear this news again
as if for the first time: the good news of

great joy for all the people.
Ockert Meyer
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Christmas Music

On Sunday 16 December, the choir will be presenting its annual service of lessons,
readings and Christmas music. The choir has four new anthems, the haunting
“Amid the Cold of Winter” by the contemporary American composer, Taylor Davis; “Air
for Advent” an adaptation of the famous “Air on the G String” by JS Bach; “Winds
through the Olive Trees” by another American composer, Carolyn Jennings (with flute
accompaniment played by Doreen Cope); and the beautiful “How Still” by American
composers Gene Grier and Lowell Everson.

The service will also include the “Angels’ Carol” by the English composer John
Rutter; the traditional Sussex Carol; the beautiful setting of Christina Rossetti’s poem
“In the bleak mid-winter” by Harold Darke; and the delightful medley arrangement of
“Silent Night” and “Night of Silence” by the Australian composer Julie Simonds.

Bruce Harvey (tenor) will be our special guest soloist in the last two of these
anthems. The service will conclude with the well-known “Gloria” from Vivaldi’s
masterpiece of the same name.

Take the opportunity to bring a friend. We would love to see the church packed out
for this special service.

Allan Hall
Choirmaster

Second Sunday of Advent
December 9 2007

Your gift to the Christmas Bowl! will continue to provide
assistance to the many people who are facing injustice in our
world. December 10 is Human Rights Day; let us pray for people
in Myanmar.

\&/

christian world service/national council of churches in australia
freecall 1800 025 101 « www.ncca.org.au/cws/christmasbowl

Christmas Proverbs

As you prepare your Christmas list, the following “Christmas Proverbs” may help you
retain your sense of humour about the season:

1. Research now shows that more 4. Anyone who thinks Christmas

gifts are exchanged on the day
after Christmas than on the day

. For parents, peace on earth will

come in a few days — after all the
batteries wear out.

doesn’t last all year doesn’t have
a charge account.

of Christmas. 5. Keep in mind that exchanging

. The first thing a little boy learns pleasantries is much less
when he gets a drum is that he’s expensive than exchanging gifts.
never going to get another one. 6. Try not to think of everybody in

terms of being over or under ten
dollars.



