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Pat’s Chat

A Shining Example in 2009

I read my devotional for the day (Sunday, January 25) and then skipped ahead a few
pages hoping that something would catch my eye as [ was having trouble with my
item for YarraYarns. Bingo! There was a piece about two ducks floating in the
middle of a small roadside pond filled with muddy water and garbage. My mind
immediately went to the day a few weeks ago when I saw two beautiful black swans
swimming around in the pond in the middle of the Parkes Way roundabout. They
had made their nest in the middle of the pond and did not seem to care about the
traffic or the state of the pond. I wondered why they did not choose to make their
nest near Lake Burley Griffin close by. (I think there was an article about this in the

paper or on TV.)

(Australia Day, Monday, January 26) I cycled with friends early this morning and it
was beautiful until we came to a pile of garbage scattered across the cycle path and
then further on there were discarded shopping trolleys which people had left rather
than return to the supermarket. We are so lucky to live in such a beautiful country
but the garbage, shopping trolleys and broken glass bottles that I saw this morning
made it not so perfect. The swans could not clean up the pond but we can make
sure we do not “rubbish” our environment. We will never be able to achieve
perfection but by doing the very best we can to live our lives the way Jesus Christ
wants us to we can be an example to others in a not-so-perfect world/country in

20009.

I thought the following was a good story to start the year.

Three men on a hike ...
Three men were hiking through a forest when they came upon a wide, raging, violent
river. Needing to get to the other side, the first man prayed: “God, please give me the
strength to cross the river.” Poof!!!! God gave him big arms and strong legs and he
was able to swim across in about two hours, having almost drowned twice.

After witnessing that, the second man prayed: “God, please give me strength and the
tools to cross the river.” Poofl!!! God gave him a rowboat and strong arms and legs
and he was able to row across in about an hour after almost capsizing once.

Seeing what happened to the first two men, the third man prayed: “God please give
me the strength, the tools and the intelligence to cross the river.” Poof!!! He was
turned into a woman. She checked the map, hiked a hundred metres upstream and
walked across the bridge. [She must have had a GPS in her pocket! Ed.]
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Our thoughts and prayers are with those members of our congregation who are on
the sick list or in hospital, facing or recovering from surgery, grieving for a loved one,
or feeling sad and lonely. We also think of Grant, Ros, Rory and Ellie as they
continue to serve God in the Gambia. May you all feel God’s love and presence in
your lives, and may you know that others do care and will remember you and your

families in their prayers.
Pat Thom

Pastoral Care
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Preaching

At the heart of Christian worship is
preaching. The famous preacher of the
previous century, PT Forsyth, stated it
very boldly when he said: “With its
preaching, Christianity stands or falls.”
One of the ancient creeds of the church
puts it even stronger: “The preaching of
the Word of God is the Word of God.”

If these bold statements are true, it
means that Christianity certainly has
serious problems. Outside the church,
the word preaching has a distinct
negative meaning. To preach to
someone, often suggests a moralistic,
holier than thou kind of attitude.

Hence it is not uncommon to find that
even people inside the church are
slightly uncomfortable with the idea of
preaching. [ often find that people do
not know how to refer to a sermon; - is
it an address, a talk, lecture, reflection
or what should we call it?

If there is confusion about the most
appropriate name to address our
preaching, there seems to be a wide
agreement on the quality of preaching in
the church in general. (And this is of
course a huge generalization!) In two
meetings outside of our congregation
last year, [ heard people saying that the
only thing they require of a sermon is
for it to be under 10 minutes!

It is of course true that preaching
nowadays has to compete with the
entertainment media where it seems as
if the attention span of people has
shrunk to even (much) less than 10
minutes (if judged by the frequency of
advertisement breaks on the commercial
TV stations).

Taking all these challenges into
consideration, I think we totally
misunderstand preaching if we think
the best remedy for this situation, is

only more creativeness and better use of
audio-visual aids.

PT Forsyth reminded us many years ago
that “...the cure for pulpit dullness is
not brilliancy, as in literature. It is
reality. It is directness and spontaneity
of the common life. The preacher is not
there to astonish people with the
unheard of; he or she is there to revive
them in what they have long heard. The
preacher discovers a mine on the
estate.”

To put this in other words: preaching is
not telling us how it used to be, but how
it is, how life could be. And again, not
someday, but today, here and now.
Preaching is often like drilling for water
in the desert: the question is not how
long you try; the question is how deep
you can go.

And again, the depth has nothing to do
with poignancy, but with the (often
deeply hidden) questions of life.
Preaching is allowing the Word of God to
speak truth to each one of us, not from
the perspective of what we need, but
from the perspective of what God has
promised us in Jesus Christ.

From a preacher’s point of view, this is
an almost impossible calling: for in
every sermon the preacher is called to
hold up God’s mirror to the
congregation, to allow them to see
themselves in this mirror; not as the
preacher sees them, but as God sees us.
As God sees us in and through Jesus
Christ.

Ockert Meyer

God loves us the way we are, but too much to leave us that way.

Leighton Ford




. _ LNEese experences.
The generosity of our YUC congregation

; . - Sue Gregory
is amazing. Both the ordinary and the

Tthe Mackenzie family has arrived safely back in Basse in the remote 'far east' of The Gambia. Rory
and Ellie have recovered from the long journey and are now back into a better sleeping pattern.
Grant was immediately inundated with the needs of his work, but both Roslyn and Grant wish to
extend their gratitude to the members of YUC for the encouragement given them during their recent
month's home leave.




























