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Pat’'s Chat

One recent Sunday morning I rode past
the church around 9.30am in the Tour de
Femme bike race. I waved just in case
someone was looking out the window and
not listening to Ockert’s sermon. (I might
add that I also prayed that I would reach
the finishing line safely and not fall like I
did a few weeks ago, dislocating my little
finger.) I did reach the finishing line
about 20 minutes later and actually
bettered my time over the 20 kilometres
by about 12 minutes from last year. I felt
rather proud of my achievement. There
were 544 entrants in the race and I was
placed 333 so maybe I should train a
little harder for next year. -

My devotional reading a few weeks ago
was titled “No Garbage Bags”. It was
written by a man after he had watched
the garbage collector pick up smelly
garbage bags and dump them into the
truck. He went on to say “many people
go through life carrying garbage bags
filled with rubbish from their lives:
bitterness, hatred, resentment, envy, hurt
and self pity.” I know I can relate to that
and it is a heavy load to carry if we do not
do something about it. Getting rid of the
hurt in our lives is a great joy but the
temptation is strong to start filling up a
new bag with things to weigh us down.

If we do, Christ’s invitation still stands:
“Come to me, all of you who are tired
from carrying heavy loads and I will give
you rest.” Matthew 11:28.

|

As always my thoughts and prayers are
especially with Grant, Ros and Rory
Mackenzie serving God in Africa. Also
with members of our congregation who
are on the sick list, in hospital or feeling
sad and lonely at this time. May you all
feel God’s love and presence in your lives
and may you know that others do care
and will remember you and your families
in their prayers.

I found the following verse written inside
a Christmas card:-

“May yowr Christmas be a time to-reflect
On the simplicity of His birth
And the magnitude of Hisx purpose.

“The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a Son, and they will call him
Immanuel” - which means, “God with
us.” Matthew 1:23.

May God bless you and your families as
you prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth. I
hope and pray that 2007 will bring you
and your loved ones good health,
happiness and many blessings.

Pat Thom
Pastoral Care

you ask him.”

drawing, the girl replied, “They will in a minute.”

Some reasons why you don’t mess with children

1. Alittle girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was physically impossible
for a whale to swallow a human because even though it was a very large mammal its throat was very
small. The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. Irritated, the teacher reiterated that
a whale could not swallow a human; it was physically impossible. The little giri said, “When | get to
heaven | will ask Jonah.” The teacher asked, “What if Jonah went to hell?” The little girl replied, “Then

2. Akindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. She
would occasionally walk around to see each child’s work. As she got to one little girl who was working
diligently, she asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, “I'm drawing God.” The teacher paused
and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.” Without missing a beat, or looking up from her
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A warm Christmas

Someone made the comment a few days
ago, referring to the ongoing drought and
hot weather: It can’t go on for much
longer. .
I was of course, immediately all ears.
Where did she heatithis? How does she

know? One certainly cannot make such a

comment without any good reason. To
my utter disappointment it turned out to
be exactly that: mere wishful thinking.

I am well aware of the fact that a few
people do seem to have a few strands of
Saharan or Gobi DNA well concealed in
their systems. They don’t seem to mind
the heat. I think all my ancestors came
from very high up north or very low down
south; close to the Arctic or Antarctic
regions. There’s no other way I can
explain my discomfort with anything
above 21 degrees Celsius.

So, to cut a long story short, I reckon
we’re in for a hot Christmas. Not that
we've had a couple of cool Christmases
the last three or four years. I mean, it is
southern hemisphere and all that. It’s
supposed to be summer.

Why then do we yearn for the coolness of
winter during summer and for the heat of
summer during the winter? (I know some
people don’tl)

Recently, I tried to arrange a get-together
with friends. When they could, we
couldn’t. When we could, they couldn’t.
You seldom hear of people being at the
right place at the right time. More often
than not you hear of people being at the
wrong place at the wrong time.

With this in mind I thought of the
following prayer, written by Frederick
Buechner:

“Dear God, there is no ground anywhere
that is not holy ground, for in the cool of
the evening thou hast walked upon it and
in the heat of the day thou hast died
upon it, and at the coming of dawn thou
hast returned and art always and
everywhere returning to it and to us who
walk upon it too, this holy ground,
though heedless of its holiness. O make
us whole. Set us free.

“Thou didst shape us each in the
darkness of a womb to give us life and
thou knowest us each by name, and not
one is forgotten by thee, not one but is
precious in thy sight — the ugly with the
beautiful, the criminal with the child, the
enemy with the friend.

“Lord, give us eyes to see each other and
ourselves more nearly as thou seest us,
to see beneath each face we meet, and
beneath even our own faces, thy face.

“Help us to know that for each thou hast
died as though we were the only one.”

It’s good to bear in mind: whether
Christmas is hot or cold, wet or dry,
lonely or busy, boring or exciting, what
we wish for or what we dread -
remember, a word was whispered into
these days: Immanuel, God is with us,
irrespective of the weather!

Ockert Meyer

Children are not likely to find a father in God
unless they find something of God in their father
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Presbytery Report, November 2006

The final Presbytery meeting for the year
was held at City Uniting Church on
Northbourne Avenue. City is an active
church with a multicultural congregation
and a Tongan congregation. The two
congregations have a joint service every
month and carry out a number of joint
activities including mission outreach to
homeless people and gaol visiting. Later
in the Presbytery meeting, Robert Tupper
gave a very interesting 30 minute talk on
the history of the development of the
Pilgrim House block — Section 22 - which
includes City Uniting Church and the
Presbytery Offices, which were opened in
1988. Government had originally given
the site to the Congregational Church as
a national church site — the only national
church site outside of the Barton/
Parliamentary Triangle area. There
certainly were lessons in Robert’s history
for would-be builders of new church
developments such as Gungahlin.

Presbytery received a presentation from
the Rev Professor James Haire, executive
director of the Australian Centre for
Christianity and Culture, on the
covenanting process between churches
under the aegis of the National Council of
Churches. I have pinned a resulting
“Affirmation of Commitment” to the
noticeboard. Dr Haire described the
document as a vision, but said he did not
really want to see many more goals added
to the paper until the existing goals were
actually being implemented “on the
ground”. While many of the goals may
seem to us in the Uniting Church to be
rather bland “motherhood” statements,
the reaction of one or two Presbytery
members to the presentation reminded us
that it can’t have been easy getting 15
different denominations to agree on even
the mildest of goals.

The Moderator of Synod, Mr Jim Mein,
also gave a presentation, talking about
some of the issues currently confronting
Synod. These included the impact of
drought, the push for churches to opt for
greenpower as a small contribution
toward dealing with global warming, and
the move of the Uniting Theological
College into Charles Sturt University.

A presentation was also received from the
Uniting Church Investment Fund. This is
the only Presbytery-based investment
fund in the UCA and without its
contribution to the Presbytery Budget,
church congregations such as ours would
find themselves having to double or even
triple their contributions to the
Presbytery. UCIF was started in 1966 as
the Methodist Fund, and it currently has
$25.5 million under management. If
you’d like more information about UCIF
products, have a look in this month’s
Presbytery News, or ask the Lawtons.

The usual reports were received: I will just

mention a couple of points from these:

1. Mission Development Worker, Rev
Wendy Snook, would like to hear from
anyone interested in a Food Bank as a
source of food to distribute to those in
need.

2. Youth Worker, Darren Wright, has
advised that he will be leaving at the
end of January to become Youth
Worker with Riverina Presbytery.

3. Hospital Chaplaincy Supervisor,
Richard Pedersen, and other chaplains
in other fields have noted that some
congregations are failing to act on
referrals they receive from chaplains,
and the Presbytery urged pastoral
carers not to let these referrals slip
through the net.

Bronwyn Hendy

sure Jesus shows.”

The gift that God gave the world is sometimes lost amidst all the
tinsel. Some of us need the admonition of a little girl when her
parents were setting up the Christmas créche. She said, "Make




