May Peace Prevail on Earth

The world was changed for ever on 6 August 1945 when the United States
dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. Three days later a second
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. In this brief span of time, humankind
entered the nuclear age.

Two immediate effects were felt: the bombing of Hiroshima alone killed

70 000 people immediately, and within a week of the second bombing
Japan surrendered, ending the war. The long-term effects — the deaths of
at least 200 000 people over the years from cancer and radiation sickness
versus the possible death toll of more if the war were to continue — are still
being debated.

Many people of faith around the world use the
anniversary of these bombings to reflect on the biblical
mandate to love one another and the need to work for
reconciliation and peace in our world. On the tenth
anniversary of the bombings Japanese poet and artist
Masahisa Goi began to erect peace poles. Today almost a
quarter of a million poles have been erected worldwide.

Peace poles serve as reminders to find peaceful solutions,
not just to major conflicts but to the small disagreements
and quarrels that plague our daily living. Made from a
variety of materials, they usually say “May peace prevail
on earth” in several languages. They appear outside
churches and schools, synagogues and mosques, in
public parks and private gardens. Peace poles have been
erected at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Vatican, the
United Nations, the Magnetic North Pole, and the
Egyptian pyramids. The tallest in the world, standing at
52 feet, is in Janesville, Wisconsin, at the site of a violent
Ku Klux Klan rally.
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May peace prevail on earth (cont'd from front cover)

A pole with a similar message was erected
in Glebe Park ACT in 2001. It has wording
in English (May all beings be at peace) and
Sanskrit. A Ngunnawal artist has depicted
bogong moths being drawn to a flame,
which has significance for the local
indigenous inhabitants of the area.

Go there to pray for peace, understanding,
and reconciliation among all people. Then,
be committed to be a peacemaker, so that

peace may prevail on earth.

MediaCom

Pat’s Chat

I live in a townhouse which has a
common wall with the one next door.
Three weeks ago there was a fire in my
neighbour’s kitchen. My friend was
holidaying in Canada at the time and
the young house sitter had left oil on
the stove while she went to the
bathroom. (I might add that this was
after midnight.) When she came out of
the bathroom the kitchen was ablaze,
and she naturally panicked. The power
went off so she had no lights and no
phone. She managed to put most of the
fire out with wet towels, and then came
banging on my door. But I was “dead to
the world” in a deep sleep. She saw a
light on in the next townhouse, and
banged on their door.

Thankfully she was able to get help, and
by that time I was awake and could
smell smoke in my bedroom. When I
looked out of the lounge room window I
saw a fire engine parked out the front
with its red and blue lights flashing. I
found out later that in fact there were
three fire engines parked in the street
and they were there for quite a while
removing the smoke fumes from the
house next door. A fireman did come
and knock on my door and told me
what had happened, and he assured me

that the fire had not spread to my
house.

The following day the young house
sitter and her father called in to see me
and she was still very shaken and
upset. They were concerned about the
smoke smell in my house but it had
gradually faded after | opened a few
windows. I have several smoke alarms
in my house and checked them to make
sure they were all right, so I am
guessing that the smoke was not thick
enough to make them go off.

I have now decided to buy a fire blanket
and fire extinguisher, as has my
neighbour who returned from overseas
last week. It is amazing how much
damage was caused in such a short
time, and my friend will not be able to
move back into her house for several
months. Not only was the kitchen badly
damaged, the whole house has to be
repainted and the carpets replaced. I
am so thankful to God for taking care of
me, and I dread to think what could
have happened

WARNING: Never leave oil or fat on the
stove unattended.
Pat Thom
Pastoral Care
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Freedom and authority

In an extract from a lecture delivered to
the Centre for Independent Studies a
few days ago (published in The
Australian), Robert Sirico (head of the
Acton institute in the US) begins in the
following way: “The arguments for the
unity of freedom &nd unbelief are
common cultural currency. We are told

faith makes us subservient to authority.

It makes us unwilling to think for
ourselves, so that we become tribal and
collectivistic. We don’t demand our
rights against the state because we are
always thinking of the next life. We are
always turning the other cheek and put
up with endless abuse from tyrants
because we are predisposed to suffer.”

Sirico goes on to challenge these
assumptions fundamentally; over and
against people like Richard Dawkins
and others who have developed their
own brand of an almost religious
dogmatic secularism.

The question is: how does Christianity
reconcile these contradictory claims of
freedom and authority? It is of course
true that obedience and humility
(among others) have always been
regarded as important virtues of the
faith. In addition to this, Jesus’ last
words to his disciples claim an amazing
kind of authority: “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to
me...” (Matthew 28:18).

And yet at the same time we have been
taught since our earliest Sunday school
days that Jesus sets us free. Over the
years we have come to understand this
as a freedom from the law, and a

freedom from all powers and dominions
enslaving us anew.

Martin Luther - to a large extent the
one who re-discovered and claimed this
freedom in a radical way during the
sixteenth century - put it like this: “A
Christian is the most free lord of all, and
subject to none, a Christian is the most
dutiful servant of all, and subject to
everyone”.

Freedom, Luther said, is a twofold
thing: It is a freedom from and a
freedom to: a freedom from the powers;
be they political, social, cultural or
religious, who want to usurp the
authority and the lordship of Jesus
Christ. In this sense, Sirico is
completely correct, it is by virtue of our
faith that Christians can (and should)
challenge any political or cultural
powers which require us to become
subservient to them.

At the same time, it is also by virtue of
our faith that we become free enough to
serve; free enough not to be concerned
about ourselves; free enough to be a
dutiful servant.

For in the kingdom of God, the true
authority and freedom, the authority
and freedom of Jesus Christ, belong to

the servants.
Ockert Meyer

When a sorrow comes we have no right to ask, "Why did this happen to me?" unless we ask
the same question for every joy that comes our way.

Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

Do not be afraid to go out on a limb. That's where the fruit is.







