Being healed

Patty had been on dialysis for a long time and for the last several years had
been confined to a wheelchair. "Minor inconveniences," she said. "They're
annoyances - like wearing glasses that fog up all the time."

When she first became sick, Patty was angry with God. "I don't deserve this."
She was right; no-one did. "This is unfair." Right again; it was unfair.
"Please make me better." That would have been nice. That might have been
the best thing that could have happened. But it didn't.

"I wanted to be cured,"” Patty
said. "Instead I got healed. I
learned that you don't have to
have a 'perfect' body to be a
whole person."

Someone once told her that God
was teaching her a lesson, and
Patty cut them off. "God isn't that
mean. God didn't do this to me. If
he did, I'd be angry. No, I don't
know why I got sick, but I did.
And I don't know a lot of things.

"But make no mistake," she continued. "I have learned lessons from this. I've
learned patience. I've learned that you can yell and scream and even swear at
God, and God still loves you. And I've learned that I don't have to let illness
run my life."

Patty shared that message with a lot of people over the years. A message of
hope, and life - and healing.

The story of Naaman (2 Kings 5:1-14) reminds me of Patty. It's a story of
healing, too. And of hope. Sure, according to the biblical story Naaman was
cured of his illness, and Patty was not. But sometimes it's learning to accept
new realities, and knowing that God is with us through it all. MediaCom
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Pat's Chat

A reading from The Upper Room begins:-
"As followers of Jesus we are called to
love unconditionally. We are to love in
spite of the hurts we inflict on one
another. In times when we have been
hurt, we can disagree without breaking
off the relationship."

John 13:34 states: "And now I give you
a new commandment: love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love
one another.

A friend sent me the following story.

Wet pants

Come with me to a 3rdgrade class-
room... There is a 9 year old boy sitting
at his desk and all of a sudden, there is
a puddle between his feet and his pants
are wet. He thinks his heart is going to
stop because he cannot possibly
imagine how this has happened. It's
never happened before, and he knows
that when the boys find out he will
never hear the end of it. When the girls
find out, they'll never speak to him
again as long as he lives. The boy
believes his heart is going to stop; he
puts his head down and prays this
prayer, "Dear God, this is an
emergency! I need help now! Five
minutes from now I'm dead."

He looks up from his prayer and here
comes the teacher with a look in her
eyes that says he has been discovered.

This prayer was included —

Live as children of the light

As the teacher is walking towards him, a
class mate named Susie is carrying a
goldfish bowl that is filled with water.
Susie trips in front of the teacher and
inexplicably dumps the bowl of water in
the boy's lap. The boy pretends to be
angry, but all the while is saying to
himself "Thank you, Lord! Thank you,
Lord!"

Now all of a sudden, instead of being
the object of ridicule, the boy is the
object of sympathy. The teacher rushes
him downstairs and gives him gym
shorts to put on while his pants dry
out. All the other children are on their
hands and knees cleaning up around
his desk. The sympathy is wonderful.
But as life would have it, the ridicule
that should have been his has been
transferred to someone else - Susie.

She tried to help, but they tell her to get
out. You've done enough already.
Finally, at the end of the day, as they
are waiting for the bus, the boy walks
over to Susie and whispers, "You did
that on purpose, didn't you?" Susie
whispers back, "I wet my pants once
too."

May God help us to see the oppor-
tunities to do good that are always
around us.

Father, I ask you to bless my friends, relatives and those that I care deeply for. Show
them a new revelation of your love and power. Holy Spirit, | ask you to minister to
their spirit at this very moment. Where there is pain, give them your peace and mercy.
Where there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through your Grace. Where
there is need, I ask you to fulfil their needs. Bless their homes, families, their goings

and their comings. AMEN.

Pat Thom, Pastoral Care

Love and conpassi on are necessities, not |uxuries.
Wthout them humanity cannot survive.

The Dal ai Lama
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Cry for the children

The world's attention was quite rightly
captured by the abduction of the little
British girl, Madeleine McCann, from
their resort rooms in Portugal. Her
pictures are seen on television, cele-
brities are pleading for her release and
no one can be left, unmoved by the
sight of her anxious but dignified
parents.

The pain of one child is worth this
effort. However, we also need to be
reminded that her tears are not even a
drop in the ocean of children's pain in
the world. More or less at the same time
as the story of her abduction hit the
news stands, it was also reported that
70 000 children have been seized at
gunpoint by militias in the Democratic
Republic of Congo during the last six
years. These often pre-school boys are
turned into "soldiers" and the girls into
"wives" for the soldiers.

However, even these frightening
numbers are by comparison again only
a drop in the ocean, if you compare
them with the human cost of the war in
the Congo during the same period: more
than 4 million people. These 4 million
people didn't die last century, they died
in this century.

A number of these children in the
Congo have made it to orphanages; they
are the lucky ones. It is in places like
these, deserted by virtually everyone
else, where churches are still working
and aid workers are trying to help the
children restore something of their
stolen lives.

It was in this context, and thinking of
these things, when I stopped at a
service station in Goulburn the other
day, filling up and looking for
something to eat.

On the news stands there were mostly
the predictable reading matter, a book
on cricket and as a lone warrior Richard
Dawkins' "The God delusion".

Seeing the book, I was reminded of a
chapter in it on the love of the
neighbour. Quoting Hartung, Dawkins
summarised his own view on this
Judeo-Christian teaching: "The Bible is
a blueprint of in-group morality,
complete with instructions for genocide,
enslavement of out-groups, and world
domination" (p 258).

I can indeed think of many examples in
the history of the church where this
accusation could be proven true. But to
be honest to God, in the countless
sermons I have listened to during my
life-time, I have never heard this
suggestion from any pulpit. If anything,
it is exactly the opposite.

In my own experience, both here and in
Africa, it is often churches that cry for
the children and support the children,
when no-one else does. And if we don't,
it is not because our religion encourages
this silence, and we stand accused by
the teaching of the Bible and the
teaching of our own religion.

Unlike atheists, we simply don't have
the luxury of silence or neutrality.
Unlike humanists, we don't have the
luxury of a self-chosen morality. We are
compelled by the love of God to speak
out, to cry for and with the children.

Ockert Meyer

You may be only one person in the world,
but you may also be the world to one person.
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Farewell, Joan Duthie

Joan Duthie died on 3 April, and our sympathy is
extended to her three sons and particularly to her
daughter Melissa who often used to sit with her
Mother in the pew behind me during worship.

There have been many moving tributes to Joan, "an
English rose who bloomed in Australia". One person
said that the Duthie home in London (when her
husband Lindsay was on a posting there) was like the
Qantas Departure lounge - always full of Australians.

Melissa recalled some things her mother has passed
on to her: a love of life; a strong will; an under-
standing that the job of a son-in-law is the hardest
of all; to know that if you have to look at the price,
you can't afford it; and an unshakeable faith.

Joan was part of the hospital visitation team, and Gladys Harders has written:

"For many years I had a close association with Joan through the Church's hospital
visiting program. She was very dedicated, had a good rapport with the patients and
I'm sure many were comforted by her visits. When she was about to begin her dialysis
treatment I mentioned to her that she would be missed on hospital visiting days. She
replied, 'Oh no, I will have dialysis in the morning and join you in the afternoon for
visiting!' I wondered how she could possibly cope with such a demanding day, then
thought if this is what Joan wants to do I will support her, and our regular visiting
days continued as usual. (But [ must admit there were times when I felt more concern
for Joan than the patients we were visiting.) Joan was admired and respected for her
strong faith and courage. She was a lovely lady. Her death is a great loss to the
church family."

Others in our fellowship have spoken about Joan's love of flowers, and the
contribution she made with floral arranging. One was a bowl of about 25 roses, all
perfect, all different, and all from her own garden. And yet others remember
listening to her read the Scriptures during worship. Her faith shone through at such
times. We thank the Lord for Joan's life with us.

"An Echo in the Darkness" by Francine Rivers Reviewer: Lynne Thomson

Next time you are looking for a novel to
read you might like to consider An Echo
in the Darkness by Francine Rivers. It's
been in the church library for sometime
and only had a few outings. Although it
is quite a long book it is an easy read,
with a compelling story line.

It is the second book in the Mark of Lion
trilogy but is complete in itself. Set in

the first century it tells the story of
Hadassah as she lives out her Christian

calling in the world of the Roman
Empire. Hadassah's faith as she

experiences the excesses and violence of
the times is inspiring. Intertwined into
the story the reader hears the Christian
message as it passed from one to
another through stories and tales. This
is a book that takes you to another time
and place and lets you journey with the
characters through sin, fear, redemp-
tion, healing, loss and love.

The book provides many descriptions of
the historical aspects of the first
century Roman world and includes a
useful glossary of terms to assist the
reader.
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The REID people

Six of us who are regularly attending services have been known as the Reid Gypsies
or just plain "Reid Folk". We are Valda Bissell, Margaret Francis, Norma Freney, Jan
and Hal Hay, and Gloria Marks (to put us in alphabetical order!). Before attending
Reid we came from such far-flung places as New Zealand, Victoria, NSW, WA as well
as Canberra. After a very long association with Reid Uniting Church we most
reluctantly had to say goodbye in June 2006. It was no longer possible to maintain
the English-speaking congregation.

Our church had opened in 1927 as the South Ainslie Methodist Church, when Valda
was actually present in her pram! Most of us spent 40 to 50 happy years involved
with youth groups, Christian Endeavour, Couples Club, Women's Fellowship, the
Tennis Club, to name a few activities. Our children were baptised, confirmed, and
married there. Sad times too, including funerals for Margaret's and Valda's
husbands and Jan and Hal's daughter, made easier by a loving fellowship. This year
four of us have chosen the Calvary Retirement Village in Bruce as our new home - we
can travel to church in the one car, even through the current meanderings of the
Glenloch Interchange - while two still live in Campbell.

Finding a new place to worship has proved difficult for many of our Reid friends. The
six of us who have found a new spiritual home at Yarralumla are most appreciative of
the scholarly and inspirational services of the Rev Dr Ockert Meyer and the warm
welcome offered to us by you good folk. We have also enjoyed the opportunity of

renewing some old friendships.

"The Reid Refugees"

Kelly in Kenya

Kelly Smith (Sue's daughter), spoke at
Yarralumla Uniting Church early last
year. She was participating in a GAP
year with the Church Army. She spent
six months exploring her purpose in
this life and her relationship with God
and then spent six months in Kenya.
She knew she was to help set up a
church but other than that she had no
idea what God had in store for her.

Kelly went away an inexperienced
person and returned with a deep sense
of God's purpose and power. She
opened her life to his teachings and has
allowed God to work in and through her
life, showing her her Spiritual Gift.

Kiriwina Bible Translation

Kelly talked at our church again early
this year and shared a passage from
Corinthians 15:10 "By the grace of God
[ am what I am and his grace to me will
not be without effect." She encouraged
us that God has made each of us
exactly as he wants us to be. And
because of his great love we should
serve him with everything we have.

Kelly continues to learn more about God
and is now studying for a BA Theology
with ACOM (Australian College of
Ministries). She is sharing her GAP year
experience with this years GAP
students as she works for the Church
Army in Hazelbrook, Blue Mountains.

Ralph Lawton has put aside work on the Kiriwinan Lexicon for a while to put the
final touches to the complete Bible project. It is painstaking work, checking the
spelling of names, cross referencing, etc etc. We have heard that the full printing
costs have to be met before the books can be printed - and that is another story he
would like to share with you sometime! The aim is to submit the complete text for
typesetting and printing early in the new year.
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Presbytery Meeting, 12 May 2007

The Presbytery met at Greenhills Con-
ference Centre at Cotter. The trans-
formation of the site is amazing; little
remains of the damage done by the
2003 bushfires - the new accommo-
dation blocks are up, the new Rotary
Hall is in use and works for the new
oval on the site of the burnt-out
buildings are well under way.

30" Birthday of the Uniting Church in
Australia on 22 June was celebrated.
Led by the Chairperson, Rev Norman
Wakefield, the music was provided by
the Kippax Youth Band. In a moving
reflection on the years past and the
years ahead, a liturgy of words and
music was followed with readings from
the psalms and the Gospel of John. We
asked for the presence of God to
continue to be with us all in every
moment.

Mission Development Worker Rev
Wendy Snook presented her report. At
the annual Synod Mission Resource
Fund meeting this month, sadly the
request for an extension of the Alpine
Snowfields Mission was not agreed, so
alternatives, including discussions with
Frontier Services are being explored.

Mirinjani Chaplain Rev Janis Huggett
made a presentation on its structure
and work and gave us the vision -
inspired care: enriching lives together
and on the aims of the organisation -
enable well being: affirming life
especially for the aged. She made
comments on activities and on
directions for the future. Connections
to local UCA congregations have become
more fragile in this new structure, ie
less volunteers. Philip Eldridge, the
Coordinating Chaplain for UnitingCare
Ageing, Sth Eastern Region, is newly
appointed and spoke about his work in
this new area. He said that UnitingCare
needed to hear the voice of the
congregations - we also reminded him
that UnitingCare needed to keep us
informed as well.

The Uniting Church Investment Fund
has offered to fund the lunches for each
Presbytery meeting and was our host,
with Greenhills Management, for the
day. Don Sephton spoke about the
work of UCIF and encouraged both
individuals and congregations to place
funds in UCIF because the benefits
remained in the Presbytery. Don spoke
about new programs - Church Invest-
ment Reserve Accounts for longer term
cash reserves and special rates for
children's accounts.

Synod name - A proposal for a change
of name from NSW Synod to NSW ACT
Synod was endorsed and will be sent to
the Synod for consideration.

The Pentecost Story Rev Ross
Kingham, the Presbytery Pastoral
Worker, reflected on Pentecost, and led
us in prayers. Ross suggested some
characteristics of a community of the
Spirit - inclusion, respecting needs and
boundaries, gathering together, sharing
the walk and nourishing the inner life.
Silence is the discipline whereby the
frail fire of God is carefully tended. We
must maintain our inner life if we are to
do the work of the Spirit's voice.

Tertiary Chaplains A Commissioning
Service for the five Tertiary Chaplains in
this Presbytery followed: Arto Avakian,
Ruth Avakian, Rev Nikki Coleman, Rev
Mel Graham, and Geoff Blackert.
Volunteers are still needed, especially
for the University of Canberra.

Finance Treasurer Graham Lowe
reported that the Presbytery is on track
with its Budget and is in good health,
though some of the country congre-
gations are suffering badly because of
this long drought.

It was an excellent meeting, well
attended, a variety of agenda items, a
time of interaction and communication
between the far flung and the city
members of our Presbytery.

Averill M B Edwards for Bronwyn Hendy
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Your Church Council

We we will soon be called upon to vote for
new members of Church Council. It is
therefore a good time to consider what
your Council does, and the last meeting
provides an outline.

Stewart noted that the plant sales "cage"
should be removed and a container could be
located at the rear of the church buildings. The
affect on the appearance of church facilities
was discussed, and approval was deferred.
Drippers to various trees have been installed
and a roster initiated for other watering
requirements.

It was recommended that the appoint-
ment of the Outreach Worker be
extended. Council unanimously
approved that Sue be appointed for a
further 12 months, 20 hours per week,
fully funded by YUC. All members
thanked Sue for her work and

NSW-ACT Synod requires Church properties
to purchase GREEN POWER electricity, and
the Property Committee is looking at how this

applauded her reappointment.

Ockert noted that a very positive report
of the Discussion of Life and Witness
Consultation had been received. The
verbal report had discussed the
important role of music, and Council
agreed that a workshop be held to
consider the future direction of the
music program. The Council wished
Ockert a restful and rewarding holiday.

Pat reported on issues in the Elders
Council, and Sue noted that "Catchup" is
now funded by YUC. Ian Lynch advised
that the Sunday night Jamming session
is going well. The need to update the
Church Directory was noted, with the
inclusion of email addresses.

The Treasurer reported that YUC account
balances are holding. In Sept 2006, the
congregation adopted a balanced budget of
$156,800. At the end of March 2007 receipts
were $120,277 and payments $105,927. The
projected surplus will cover the Outreach
Worker for 2007-08. Council agreed (out of
session) to the proposed allocations for
2007-08 of $4,368 to Presbytery and of
$12,048 to the NSW Synod's 'Living Is
Giving' Projects, similar to our 2006-07
allocations. Priorities were indicated for
Presbytery funding allocation for the
"Living is Giving' program. Options for
gifts and donations by YUC were
discussed, and will be discussed further
at the next Council meeting.

can best be achieved.

A quality stereo amplifier system has been

purchased, and arrangements for resurfacing

the floors in halls and church were
discussed.

Jim advised the continuing high use of
YUC facilities, which provides a very
useful source of funds. Kerrie also
provided a report on the "The Arts and
Crafts committee", which is going well.

It was agreed that the starting time for
the Sunday service remain at 9am,
except that in the winter months of
June-July-August it will change to
9.30am.

The terms of 3 elders and 4 members of
Council expire in June 2007. Alex Smith
has agreed to act as returning officer for
the election of elders and councillors,
assisted by Tony Lawton.

The 30t anniversary of the Uniting
Church on 22 June 2007 will be noted
during the Sunday service, with
morning tea afterwards.

I hope this provides a useful insight into
what the Council does, and whets the
appetite of all those considering

nomination for membership.

Eugene Holzapfel, Secretary

Choose a job you love and you will never have to work a day in your life.

Confucius
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Volunteering

TADACT

A retired electronics specialist
developed a muscle-wasting disease
and needed help to move his hand from
the arm rest on the wheel-chair, to
where he kept the remote controls for
TV, music etc. A counter-balanced'
frame was made to control the level of
his hand and forearm, and worked most
effectively. But he still seemed to be
troubled - was it not good enough or
was there something else?

After a bit of chatting, it became clear
to me that access from his workshop to
the house required a rush in his chair
up a ramp over the frame of the sliding-

Knitting

Over the last three years I have
delivered several hundred rugs and bed
socks which you and your friends have
made. This year I'm going to keep a
record and let you know how we are

going.

So far this year I've taken 20 pairs of
bed socks and 9 rugs to Morling Lodge
Nursing Home, 18 pairs of socks and 4
rugs to Mirinjani, and this week I have
10 socks and 10 rugs which I'll take to
Amity Nursing Home at Aranda. I give
them all in the name of Yarralumla
Uniting Women's Fellowship.

Nutrition

I do a considerable amount of volunteer
work with Nutrition Australia ACT
Division each week. This covers many
aspects from providing nutrition input
into community seminars and
workshops to providing nutrition talks
to community groups, assisting health
professionals and reviewing and
providing feedback on health and
nutrition educational resources.

The ACT Division is unlike other
Nutrition Australia Divisions in that it
does not receive a financial allocation in
the ACT health budget for work

He feared that at such speed he would
tip forward onto the floor. Why did he
have to rush? The ramp had a small
step at the outer end, only about 3 cm,
but it required a bit more momentum
than was needed to go up the rest of the
slope. We fitted a short wedge to fill the
gap, permitting a more gentle approach.
His anxiety vanished.

I did this at the request of Technical Aid
to the Disabled (TADACT) - an
organisation to advise, design,
construct and install equipment for
disabled people not available from
regular sources.

Ken Goard

There is a never-ending need, so I'm
hoping a few more ladies will get out
their needles or hooks and start knitting
or crocheting now that winter is here.

If you don't want to make rugs or socks,
new single mothers need matinee
jackets for their babies. And if you can't
meet any of these requests, you may
like to donate some 8-ply acrylic yarn or
scraps of wool. Everything helps. Thank
you for your past efforts.

{The bed sock pattern is available.)

Peg Latter (aka Dorcas -see Acts 9.36)

undertaken, hence there are no
employees and no office in the ACT. An
informal office has somehow taken
place at our home with resources being
stored in our garage and office facilities
and NA phone in my study.

One community project was with St
Johns' Church 'Food Assistance’
program. This involved writing a wide
variety of fact sheets to assist the
volunteers and their clients. Workshops
resulted not only with St Johns'
volunteers but also with other
community groups. June Hicks
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Red Cross Telecross

I have been a volunteer with Red Cross
Telecross since 1989. The service
involves making daily morning phone
calls to elderly persons to ensure they
are well. If there is no response, Red
Cross will follow up the situation.

I phoned one lady regularly for 12 years.
A few months after 'starting to make the
calls to her, I was in a supermarket and
heard a familiar voice in the next aisle.
Sure enough it was the lady [ was
phoning but had never met. She
recognised my voice as soon as I spoke
to her. We became very close over the
yvears so when she went into a nursing
home I visited her on a regular basis
though not as a Red Cross volunteer.

My experiences

Early in my career I was intent on
working with mothers and babies, but
over the years I have developed tender
feelings for those at the other end of the
spectrum. When [ joined this
congregaton in 1979 I came to know
and love Elva Black, a reluctant
speaker but a steadfast soldier for
Christ. Thanks to a thoughtful
neighbour I followed her example and
became a volunteer. At first I
transported people to appointments
and to shopping centres which was very
satisfying.

Later I was asked to make weekly visits
to an elderly lady whose husband was
still working part-time. She had lost
much of her eyesight due to diabetes.
This was a terrible blow as she doted on
her tapestry work, and for a while she
managed with a large magnifier.

I was there to listen, provide an outlet
for a pent-up bittemess - there was no-
one else she could turn to. She had had

Since then I have phoned numerous
others for shorter periods. You might
say, "That commitment to ring at the
same time every day must be taxing."
However, it need only be for a few
minutes, and an elderly, often lonely,
person really looks forward to that chat.
If I cannot make the call for any reason,
Red Cross will find a replacement.

On behalf of the Red Cross I also make
weekly visits to two people who require
an outside contact. We chat and have a
cup of coffee. They both love to talk
about their past and really look forward
to my weekly visits.

Koraline Killeen

foster children. They had lived in
Queensland then and she had worked
as house mother at a boarding school
when her children were older. She felt
great bitterness about her marital
experiences due to betrayal, and theft.

During the period I visited her she also
had both legs amputated and as a
consequence further marital distress
occurred. Eventually she went to a
nursing home in Queensland close to
relatives. I had visited her for about two
years, usually with some flowers from
the garden. She reciprocated with lovely
gifts. Each visit I looked forward to
listening to her life story of good deeds
and great mental anguish. It was like
instalments in a very interesting book.
We exchanged Christmas cards, and
eventually I received the news that she
had passed away. [ was told that she
had often talked of my visits. May she
rest in peace.

Karola Williams

Many other members of the congregation volunteer in the community. And it is not
just the retired folk. Every Friday evening for about 15 years Kerrie Harding and her
sister Sharon Fellows have been organising bowling for a group of people with
intellectual disabilities. What a commitment! They certainly merited the OAMs

awarded to them a couple of years ago.
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Shrove Tuesday at Mirinjani

Jean had the pancake mixture ready by
the time this tardy volunteer arrived.
The frying pans were heated and
pancake after pancake cooked, buttered
and jammed before being served to our
eagerly awaiting residents - and a
goodly number of staff who converged
from all six houses Of the nursing home.

The fun really began. Jean cooked a
quite repulsive, massive pancake fully
30 cm in diameter, and advancing to
the centre of the activities area,
proceeded to toss it. That ugly pancake
rose two metres in the air, missed the
smoke detector by a whisker and,
wonder of wonders, landed neatly back
in the pan. Applause ensued.

This spectacular feat was repeated
several times for the benefit of the now
rapidly increasing audience. But pride
comes... Well, Jean lost her nerve and
the next mighty toss saw that poor

A busy round

When I retired in 1991, I didn't expect
volunteer work would be as interesting
or as involved as my engineering time in
the RAAF. Yet it has been equally
challenging, and the many skills learnt
in 40 years in RAAF Service have been
very useful in my volunteer activities.

The work involves Toastmasters
International, Diabetes Australia-ACT,
ACT Diabetes Council, Arthritis
Foundation-ACT, HealthCare
Consumers' Association (HCCA) of ACT,
Consumers' Health Forum (CHF), and
the Home Tutor Scheme for Migrants
and Refugees. Each of these organisa-
tions relies on help from volunteers.

An exciting development in volunteering
is the increasing call for volunteers as
Consumer Representatives for HCCA
and CHF. After a short course, a
volunteer can nominate for positions on
committees with ACT Health and Dept
of Health and Ageing to present the
patients' (consumers') point of view.

pancake land on the floor in a crumpled
heap. Laughter, laughter. You should
have seen the horrified expression
break over the faces of the nursing staff
as Jean calmly picked up the sorrowful
remains and replaced them in the pan.
They thought it was to be eaten!

Yet that humble pancake had a higher
calling in life. It was to continue to
bring amusement and pleasure for
another ten minutes as residents, staff
and volunteers lined up to try their
hand at tossing. The pancake became
flatter and flatter. It did hit the ceiling
more than once and small pieces broke
off as it fell into someone's lap or
crashed to the floor. It served us well
and I thought I detected a smile on its
shaggy remains and heard it utter
"Thank you Jean" as it slid into the
rubbish bin.

Margaret Aston

This lessens any possibility that in
committee proceedings, the medical
specialists, administrators, and
financial officers arguing their cases will
not overlook the fact that the patient is
the most important consideration in the
decision-making process.

The Home Tutor Scheme has probably
had the greatest impact on me. In 15
years, I've helped 9 students, each with
their own stories, including a professor
of History from Kabul University in
Afghanistan. He insisted that he should
address me as "Teacher". However, as
we are roughly the same age, we agreed
that we should call each other Brother.

All of these areas of involvement can
generate their own dramas,
exasperations and eventual victories.
The greater the problems - the sweeter
the victories. Not only that, but the
people you meet along the way make
wonderful friends for years to come.
Roger Killeen
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Frontier Services

In August-September of 2003, 2004
and 2005, June and I went to Birdsville
in Western Queensland for a week or so
during the Birdsville races. We were
part of a team of volunteers working
with Frontier Services to provide
support for the local people in running
the Races. The normal population of
about 100 people could not meet all the
demands of about 7000 race-goers.
Frontier Services had been a part of the
community for many years by providing
nursing services at the Birdsville clinic.
So it was natural that they were asked
to work with the locals and take
responsibility for some aspects of the
race meeting - such as managing the
parking at the race track, manning the
gates and collecting the admission
money. In addition we were responsible
for selling tickets for the Saturday
evening ball and providing security
services there. It was also a wonderful
opportunity to establish and run our

own stalls in the main street (opposite
the pub) and to sell hats, fly-screens,
goggles to keep sand out of eyes,
clothing such as shirts and other
mementos along with give-away material
about the work of Frontier Services.

Frontier Services retained a percentage
of the funds collected on behalf of the
Racing Committee. My task was to take
responsibility for the finances which
amounted to a considerable sum - and
everything had to be accounted for.
From these efforts, Frontier Services
cleared enough to support a second
nurse at the clinic - and more recently,
for their work of child care and general
medical services in the outback areas.

While we were there we also provided
urgently needed maintenance -
painting, repairs, electrical services, etc
at the clinic building.

Cliff Hicks

Teaching English to refugees

Being a Home Tutor is very interesting and rewarding. I visited one lady from
Afghanistan for over a year, and can now call the whole family my friends. This year a
Sri Lankan lady was afraid she would forget what she had already learned at CIT
classes if she stopped during the Christmas holidays, so I was asked to visit her in
January! She, her husband and two sons are still feeling the loss of their 13-year-old
daughter in the tsunami. It was a privilege to try to help her settle in to our country.
Margaret Lawton
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The Alpine Congregation of the Uniting Church

Last Saturday saw a small, enthusiastic
band of volunteers from the worshipping
and non-worshipping congregations of
the Alpine Uniting Church transforming a
section of the property into a native
garden. At the same time another small
group were busy staffing the Garage
Sale and restocking AMOS (the mobile
Op-Shop) with winter clothes ready for
the arriving seasonal staff for winter
2007. As I write this, the early snow is
falling on the mountains and a renewed
sense of urgency is felt in the town as
we ready ourselves.

This garden is stage two of our project
to honour those that have gone before
us in sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ in the Alpine region. The first
stage was a more formal "Garden of
Memories" with a commemorative wall
and pergola. The wall contains the
plaques from the old church in the old
town which was flooded 40 years ago to
make way for the Snowy Hydro scheme,
along with plants dedicated to the
memory of past saints (and sinners) who
laid the foundations of the work we
continue today.

This new garden is dedicated to the
"less formal" shall I say, members of the
same incredible people. The mountain
men and women who pioneered much of
the connection that we still maintain
today with the Ski Fields Chaplaincy. The
characters who made the legends of this
area that are celebrated in poems, books,
songs and movies.

The new garden will benefit from the
new 'Grey Water Recycling Plant', which
is about to be installed, and the rain
water tanks that will join it in the next
few weeks. Following a grant from the
Commonwealth Government through
the "Community Water Grants Round
2", we have begun to install a series of
measures to cut the waste water and
the waste of water from the site by three
quarters. Dual flush toilets throughout,
re-use of water for washing and
collection of the water from the various
buildings will all do a bit to help
conserve this precious resource. The
planting of natives adds to this through
the protection of the soil from erosion and
the reduction of greenhouse gas.
Combined with the solar hot water system
for the residence and the energy-efficient
light globes and use of energy-efficient
heating and the Alpine Congregation is
taking very seriously the challenge to be
a "Green" Church laid down by Synod
last year.

Challenges are funny things though.
You no sooner face one and rise to it
when another one rears its head. For
Alpine Congregation, this has come in a
number of forms, the first being the
discontinuation of funding for half of the
Ministry Agent's stipend, and the
second is the loss or imminent loss of
several key members of the leadership
team. For the past ten years or so the
Synod Mission Resource Fund has
provided half the stipend for the
ministry agent to allow them to provide
the vital services of Chaplain to the
NSW Ski Fields. This has meant that the
companies, staff and visitors have had a
Chaplain to help them through some of
the most difficult times that not only the
individuals have faced but the nation as a
whole. This year marks the 10th
anniversary of the Thredbo Disaster
and it was our Chaplain who was the first
on the scene. Thank you Graham
Abrahams for the amazing work you
did. Each year, unfortunately, people die
whilst enjoying the beauty of this area
and the Chaplain is always
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there to support the staff, volunteers
and family of the victim through those
first vital hours and days of the
incident. Without the funds from
Synod, this work is at risk, but the
Congregation is not going to give up
without exhausting all the options for
continued financing. ALL donations
would be gratefully received. As the
current ministry agent I am currently
updating my skills to allow us to offer an
Industrial Chaplaincy model to the
Companies as a further investment in
the spiritual well-being of our non-
worshipping congregation. We consider
our congregation to be made up of
worshipping, non-worshipping and
distance members. The non-
worshipping membership is about 3
million as that is the number of visitors
to the area each year. From June to
October, Jindabyne goes from a
population of 3500 to over 25 000. so
there are some challenges there!!

Our second challenge as I mentioned is
that a number of key leaders are being

called to other ministry in Canberra,
and at least one to her ultimate
ministry. Kathy Beer has been the
Treasurer of this congregation for the
past decade or so and has managed the
finances of this very complex and
vibrant ministry with such wisdom and
grace. Two years ago Kathy was
diagnosed with cancer and continued to
serve as Treasurer until she could no
longer afford to focus on anything other
than her own state of health some two
months ago. Kathy is still serving God,
though, even in her final weeks with us.
The nurses, doctors, and many visitors
to her room comment on the peace in
the room and in her countenance. Kathy
quite quickly shares with them how God
is with her and how He longs

to know them better. We cannot thank
Kathy enough for who she is to us and
what she has done for us. We will miss
her physical presence but know that she
will be joining, if not leading, the
heavenly "Cheer Squad" for this
amazing little congregation of believers.

So for a group of 50 or so dedicated
believers, we are bearing up OK under
the challenges that we face. God is good
to us and will lead us through. We do
not believe that God wants us to stop any
of the ways in which we serve our
community now, including the Op-Shop,
the Bus Lunches, the Noah's Lark
Children's Church, The Men's Shed, the
computer classes, the youth ministry, the
Chaplaincy, the numerous community
groups our members are part of, the
Bible study groups in two of the main
towns and in the two

mountain villages, or our Sunday
Morning Gathering and Morning Tea
(which both attract different people at
times). We do appreciate help though.
Killara Congregation in particular is a
source of strength and encouragement
to us, along with South West Rocks and
Kenthurst who have both helped in the
past. Our distance congregation members
all chip in when with us and support us
with prayer and a place to stay when in
Sydney and beyond. We have established
a direct giving system with the Synod and
people can support us through regular
donations. Any visits, emails, cards
and letters all lift us as we serve God
to the best of our ability. Thanks for
taking the time to read this. Please pray
for us and know that God Loves You and
So Do WE.

Matthew McBurney Pastor
UCA Alpine Congregation

What do angels look like?

Like the little old lady who returned your
wallet yesterday.

Like the small child who showed you the
wonder in small things.

Like the stranger who just happened to come
along when you had lost your way. Angels

come in all ages, shapes and sizes.

They come disguised as friends, enemies,
teachers, students, lovers and fools.
They leave no forwarding address. They ask

nothing in return.

They are everywhere you look, when you
choose to see.
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Church Family News

It's great to have Ros Mackenzie and
Rory with us for a few months. We pray
that Ros keeps well and her new babe
will arrive safely in due course. We also
remember Grant back in Nairobi.

Patricia and John Howard have sent
news from Laos. They are spending 10
weeks there with Australian Business
Volunteers, and are currently working

with a "bi-lingual Kindergarten: at
Thakkek, 6 bus hours south of
Vientiane.

Many, many thanks to all those who have
knitted little jumpers for "AIDS Babies" in
Africa. You have made over 40 so far, and
don't need to start any more. They will be
sent to Sydney soon.

ARTS and CRAFTS SHOW
29 June - 1 July

Entries are coming in, but not closed yet! Get yours in soon.
Please take brochures to advertise as widely as possible.
There will be a job to suit everyone before, during and after the Show.
Please fill in the Roster Lists.

Please come and have fun.

Thought for the
month

An eye for an eye makes
the whole world blind

— Gandhi

Twelve reasons why God wouldn't receive tenure at University

. He published only one book.
. Some scholars seriously doubt that he

wrote it himself.

. It was first published in Hebrew, then

in Greek.

. It carries no references.
. He was vague about his background,

claiming "l am that [ am."

. He would not submit to psychological

examination or psychotherapy
conducted by one of his peers.

8. He did not keep regular office hours.

9. He experimented with human subjects,
without permission.

10. He expelled his first two students.

11. He issued 10 rules for maintaining
campus discipline, without faculty and
student hearings.

12. He sent his son to teach the class.

13. Scientists cannot replicate his results.

"Holy Humour Leadership"
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Tsunami Survivors Revisted

Four months after the Boxing Day
tsunami in 2004, I went on a relief team
with Youth Off The Streets to care for some
of the children who had survived the
tsunami but had lost their families.

I arrived in Band Aceh in May 2005
with a team of six volunteers of various
skills and backgrounds. We lived in a
refugee camp set up by the Muslim
organisation Muhammadiyah, with 50
orphans. Our accommodation was in
tents, ripped and torn by the ferocious
summer tropical storms, our kitchen
was a shed inhabited by feral cats,
where cooks prepared meals on the dirt
floor. We constantly rearranged food
donations to clear away the rat's nests.
Our ablution block was a set of latrines,
built by the Aussie army, our water was
carted in each day in trucks, our
electricity came at night for a few hours
only through a huge and noisy
generator. Our medical supplies
consisted of out-of-date antibiotics and
calamine lotion.

The children aged between 10 and 18
years, were all emotionally exhausted,
physically weakened and fearful for
their futures. All were homeless,
without possessions, without any
surviving family members. Our job was
to assist them with daily living, attend
to physical needs and health issues. We
taught them English, we played games
with them, we fed and clothed them and
gave them medical attention. We did
the grocery shopping, we cleaned, we
did sewing repairs and tent repairs.
Survival was the top priority!

For me there was a huge sense of
despair, an utter hopelessness. What the
children needed was not comfort from a
western stranger. I could not fulfil their
needs nor relieve their grief. I

could only attend to the daily routines of
living. On my return to Australia I
questioned the value of our presence in
their lives. I felt we had intruded on
their private space, that we had done little
if anything to relieve the agony. Australian
life returned to normal and yet nothing
would be normal again.

Recently, YOTS brought out to Australia
10 of the children from the camp. All the
volunteers were invited to attend a
dinner and concert at the Indonesian
Embassy. As I drove up I considered
the event to be a bit of a publicity stunt. I
doubted if the children would even
remember us. To my amazement, I was
surrounded by the children, all calling
my name. They were laughing and
smiling, they crowded me with hugs and
stories. They all spoke at once telling me
what had been happening for them. They
wanted me to return to Aceh to see the
new homes that had been built for them
- permanent structures, brand new, built
in the hills with good views, water and
electricity. They wanted to share their
happiness and hope for the future with
us.

I had questioned God and had many
doubts about my trip to Aceh. I now
realise that my perception of my time in
Aceh was simply that - MY perception. I
could not see the big picture - nor could I
see the picture through any one else's
eyes but my own. It is only God who
sees it all. In my own trials and
tribulations of life I hope that I too can be
like the Acehnese children. They did not
understand why, but they did not give
up. Instead they persevered, they hoped
and believed. The sadness will always be
there for them, but their lives have
become an inspiration for me.

Sue Gregory

There will be something for you next issue.

From the Editor. Thanks to everyone who responded to the theme of "Volunteering"
for this issue. It has been hard to find enough space! My apologies to the Children.
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This is a story straight from the kitchen which shows how, when life gets
tough, the key to success lies in how we respond.

Take three pots and turn up the heat until the water in each is boiling.
Put carrots in the first pot, an egg in the second, and ground coffee in
the third.

Turn off the heat and we find the carrots have softened, the egg is
hardened and the grounds have created a pot of rich flavoured coffee.

Each item has faced an adverse situation, but each has responded
differently to the boiling heat.

Let's never think of adversity as an enemy. It gives us an opportunity to
change the situation and conditions around us, and to make us all the
stronger.

From the "Friendship Book"

Uniting Church in Australia
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